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COUNCIL OF? STATE. 

1942. 

If, 

The Council met in the Council Chamber of ft,r Council House at Eleven of the 
Clock, the Honourable the President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Automobile Assembly Plant in Sind. 

95. The Honoubable Me. V. V. KALIKAR"'* ; (a) IsitafactthatGovemment 
have given permission to an American Company to start an automobile assembly 
plant in Sind ? If so, on what conditions ? 

{b) Does the American Company propose to employ Indian technical -per¬ 
sonnel needed for it ? If not, why not ? ' r * 

(c) Is the whole or part of the capital invested by the conipany Indian or 
American? 

{d) Did Government make inquiries from Indian eompanierf about tbe feasi¬ 
bility of starting the plant run by Indian interests and Indian 
granting permission to the American company ? If not, why not ? 

The Honoueablb Sib ALAN LLOYD: {a) No. 

(6), (c) and (d). Do not arise. ^ _ 

The Honoueable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU: It was stated in a 
recent communique that an American company had been allowed to set up an assem-' 
bly plant in Sind. 

The Honoueablb Sie ALAN LLOYD: May I suggest, Sir, that it would be 
easier to deal with this in reply to the Honourable Mr. Dalals question No. 103. ’ 

Numbee OB People who have vacated Calcutta, etc , since the Wae with 

Japan. 

96. The Honoueable Mb. G. S. MOTILAL : How many people have so 
far vacated Calcutta, Madras, Rangoon, Bombay and Assam since the 
Japanese War ? 




Tbe Honoueable Me. E. RAGHAVENDRA RAO: The Government of 
India have no information and as such evacuation as has taken place has been 
purely voluntary and has not been conducted in connection with any pre-arranged 
and controlled scheme, it is not likely that Provincial Governments would have any 
accurate information. 



Numbee ob Locomotives and Wagons sent out ob India since the beginning 

OB the Wae. ' ’ 

97. The Honoueable Me. G. S. MOTILAL : How many wagons and loco¬ 
motives have been sent outside India since the begiuning of the war ? 

The Honoueable Me. S. N. ROY: Government consider that it is not ip 
the public interest to publish this information. , 

^Question put by the Hop. Pandit Eirday Nath Kunzni, ' i ' v; 

) , , ' i', 
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Steps taken to counteeact Japanese PiiOPAOANBA, 

98. The Honoueable Mr. Ct. S. MOTlLxAL : (a) What wore the alluring 
promises of Japan referred to in the appeal of the Honourable Member of the [ 

Government for Civil Defence issued from Delhi on the 0th of F(‘bruary, 1942 \ 

{&) What efforts have been made by the authorities to counteract the same ? | 

The Honourable Malik Sir FIROZ KHAN NOON; (a) The Honourable t 
Member for Civil Dcience referred, of course, to the notorious Jaimnese propaganda | 
regarding a co-prosperity sphere in A.sia under Japanese tutelage. The reality of | 

this and the various other false promises can best be gauged from the utterances of 1 

those who have had bitter expeneneo of actual Japanese oppres.sion in China, '’1 

Manchuria, Korea and elsewhere. I would ask the Honourable Member to read | 

what Madame Chiang is reported to have .said to the All-India ^Vomen’s Conference 
on the 12th of February particularly the aceouut whieii appeared in the Hindnstm ; 
Times on the i7tli of Febriiaiy. | 

(6) Government has taken and will take every step to provide the Press and th9 | 

publicity organisations hi this country with well ant luuitieaiiM evidence of what J 

Japanese aggression has meant to the people of the Far East. Here again the 
Chinese themselves are the best witnesses. In the addivss, which I have juat 
mentioned, Madame Chiang said, “ They (the Japanesii) will say to you ‘ We come 
to liberate you But that is a lie.” ^ijcaking to the Press Conference in Delhi on } 

February the 14th, Dr Ilollington Tong, ^‘let‘-;Minister of Information in the | 

Chungking Government said, “ At first the Japanese' always use sweet words and '] 

say ‘ Friends, brothers and sisters we have come to rescue you from the fire and hell, j 

and when they come they bring hell mth them; tliat has been our experience 

during the last four and half years. It is not a message of brotherhood or ^ ' 

friendship that they bring; it is a message of death, chilled death; it is barbarity 
and everything cruel’ ’. 

Advertisement for a Lady Stenografhee by Headquarters, Eastben 

COJIMIMD. ( 


99. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH: {a) Has the , 
attention of Government been drawn to an advertisement published in the 
Pioneer, dated the 27th December, 1941 (Dak edition) over the signature of the 
Establishment Officer, Headquarters, Eastern Command, Naini Tal, inviting 
applications for a " First Class Lady Stenogi’apher” in a military office, pay ^ 
Rs. 200—15—260 per mensem 1 v 

(6) Why the services of a lady stenographer are needed; and why the 
intending candidates are required to send recent photograph as mentioned 
the advertisement ? 


The Howurable Mr. A. DeC, WILLIAMS (on behalf of His Excellency the . 
Commander-m-Chief): [a) I lay on the table a copy of the full advertisement, ^ 

Dnl^ parts of which have been quoted by the Honourable Member. i 

' (5) The lady stenographer was required for an important clerical post at Head' ; 
quartera, Eastern Comnaand, and it was considered that in conjunction with paith ; 
r testimonials, a recent photograph would provide^a 

suitability of the applicant, thus avoiding the Calling 
tor interview at Government expense, of a number of candidates who might have - H 
^-proved unsuitable* ^ ^ * 'it 
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Becommendations made by the Ministry oe Supply Mission. 

100. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ BUTTA SINGH: Will 
Government state the result of the recommendations made hj the Ministry of 
Supply Mission which visited India m the autumn of 1940, so far as the production 
of ammunition and other war materials are concerned ? 

The Honourable Mr A. m C. WILLIAMS: The Ministry of Supply Mis¬ 
sion recommended the expansion of certain existing factories and the establishment 
of certain new factories The Mission’s projects after modification in some cases 
by His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom, to whom the expenditure is 
chained, have all been satisfactorily launched. They will result in a considerable 
increase in India’s production of munitions in 1942. 

War Supplies received prom the U.S.A. 

101. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH- Will 
Government state the total value of orders placed by the Indian Purchasing 
Mission in the United States of America up to date ^ 

The Honourable M!r. A. deC. WILLIAMS: The Honourable Member will 
appreciate the undesirability on general grounds of entering into any detail 
regarding war supplies received from the U S.A. or any other source. 

On the actual point of his question it is not possible in apy case to give any 
figure since the I. P. M. handles not only direct demands from this country but 
allocations to India of bulk requirements concentrated through the United Kingdom 
and in regard to these no figures are available. 

Recall op Indian Troops serving Overseas, 

102. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ BUTTA SINGH: In view of the 
grave menace to India due to war, do Government propose to bring back all Indian 
soldiers now serving outside this country to India for the effective defence of their 
homeland. 

The Honourable Mr. A. deC. WILLIAMS (on behalf of ‘ His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Clnef): I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given 
by me to parts (6) and (c) of the Honourable Mr. M. N. Balal’s question No. 64, 
on February 24th, 1942. 

Automobile Assembly Plant in Sind. 

103. The Honourable Mr. M. N. BALAL : (a) Are Government aware cf 
the press report, dated January 11th, stating the Government.of the U. S. A. are allow- 
-ed to set up an assembling plant in Sind to supply automobiles to Russia, and the 
plant will he removed when the need for the supply to Russia ceases ? 

(6) How far are the Government of India interested in this venture by way 
,of aid, protection, facility or subsidy ? 

(c) Have Government considered the reaction of such an enterprise under 
non-Indian ownership, management and control on the indigenous Indian 
-enterp ise in the same field, if and when Government see their way to asdst and 
promote it ? 

{d) Will Government consider the advisability of buying up this plant for 
the manufacture of automobiles in this country after the need for the supply 
to Russia ceases? 

The Honourable Sir ALAN LLOYB: (a) Government have seen a press 
ffeport to this effect. 

'a2 
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(6), (c) and (d). This is not a commercial project and m maaufacture of 
vehicles is proposed. These questions therefore do not arise. A copy of a Press' 
Note, dated 30th January, 1942, which gives the facts is placed on the table. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM: Will Government please state 
whether it is a fact that it is only an assembly plant for Russian cars ? 

The Honourable Sir ALAN LLOYD: It is an assembly plant, Sir, for 
American ears. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM: To be sent to Russia only or other 
theatres of war as well ? 

The Honourable Sir ALAN LLOYD: In the Press Note I have laid on the 
table there is quoted the statement made by the Secretary of State in the House of 
Commons, and in that statement he referred to the scheme as being for the purpose 
of enabling supplies from America to ourselves and Russia to bo effectively used. 

The Honourable Sir SHANTIDAS ASKURAN : Will cars from this factory 
also be supplied for Indian defence 1 

The Honourable Sir ALAN LLOYD: That is possible, Sir. 


Press Note 

AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY SCHEME. 

Government not influenced by vested interests► 

Reply to Pandit Jav'aharlal. 

A statement which has appeared in the Press purporting to have been issued by Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru as Chairman of the National Planmng Committee contams tlie following 


(1) “ The Eastern Group Conference still apparently thinks in terms of India chiefly sup¬ 

plying raw materials and agricultural products and big industries bemg concentrated 
in other countries. ” 

(2) “ Probably the most remarkable instance of Government’s policy in the industrial 

field has been the veto on development of Indian automobile indusiry. The reasons 
advanced are the most punje imaginable. For years past efforts had been made by 
the Indian industrialists to start a motor industry in India. At last everything 
was settled, contracts were made, capital was forthcoming and all that was neces¬ 
sary was Government’s consent. One would have thought that under the stress 
of war reqmuements any Government would have welcomed the development. 
Not so the British Government in India It is stated they were influenced by vested 
interests of American motor-car industry who did not want India to develop her 
own automobile industry. ” 

(3) “ Now it appears that the American authorities are starting some kind of motor plant 

somewhere in Sind. Objections previously raised as to the diversion of labour, 
etc , become now still more absurd. The w'bole t hing is a fantast ic illustrati on of the 
hold of foreign vested interests.” 

These statements are entirely incorrect. The Eastern Group Supply Council which was 
founded as a result of the Eastern Group Conference does not purchase from India or arrange 
supply from India of raw materials. It is concerned, save in a very few special cases, entirely 
with processed or manufactured goods. 

' Withregard to the second part of the statement, the consent of the Government of India to the 
establishmeht of an automobile industry was not required. What the promoters of,the schemb 
asked for from'i% Government of India was a guarantee of interest on the capital three erores 
iiifvosted in reg^ttq a scheme for the gradual assembly anil later part meirafactmre of automo¬ 
biles, a-dontraet fimT^ich had been entered into by the prombters with an Asnsricanmitomdhile 
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The Government was prepared to consider the granting of certain assurances such as the levy 
fof import duties on motor cars and rebates of the duty paid on certain imported parts, but aU 
'though the Bombay Mimstiy had before the war provisionally offered to guarantee interest on the 
‘Capital invested for a period of 10 years, subject to certain very important stipulations, the 
GovernmentofthatProvineedidnotfinditselfablo, after the war had broken out, to confirm 
this offer uhless the scheme could be described as a contribution to the war effort. This, they 
■wore informed by the Government of India, could not be stated for reasons which have al¬ 
ready been re^peatedly given publicity. 

THE SIND SCHEME 

;It may be added that at the time the details of the contract entered into by the promoter 
with the American con:^any were not placed before the public and the prospective shareholders, 
-A'later proposal for the granting of dollar facilities for import of machinery in connection with the 
same scheme depended upon the placing of orders by the Government of India for vehicles of a 
type which the Mihtaiy <hd not at the time wish to introduce into the Army. 

With particular reference to the statement that the Government of India was influenced 
'by vested interests of the American motor-car industry m any of these decisions, it may be pointed 
out that the very contract to which reference has been made m this statement was with an Arne. 
Tican Automobile company whose types of cars were intended to be put on the market either 
after assembly or part manufacture. 

No commercial automobile plant of any kmd is being established m Sind. The position as 
'regards a certain proposed mstaliation m that Province was fully Explained by the Secretary 
of State in a recent reply to a‘Question in Parliament; he said “ I presume Mr. Ammon is 
referring to the plant w^oh the United States authorities are to establish and operate in India 
on the lease and lend basis. The purpose of this is solely to enable supplies from America to 
ourselves and Russia to ho effectively used, and the manufacture of trucks, as distinct from their 
assembly and repair, is not in view. Thus in no sense can it bo regarded as amounting to the 
establishment of an automobile mdustry and it has no bearing on the matter referred to in the 
latter part of the question. There are of course already several assembly plants in India. “ 

Depahtmeni Oommeb)Ce. 

JVeui Delhi, January 30, 19iZ, 

AuffOM^BiLE Assembly Plant in Sind. 

104, The Honi&ifmblb Baja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH; (a) Is it a fact 
‘that Americaa authonties are going to start motor plant and industry in Sind or 
elsewhere in India, and that Government have received instructions from His 
Majesty’s Government to tMs effect ? 

(6) Is it a fact that American vested interests in the form of new industry 
are growing in India ? Will Government give some details of these projects ? 

(c) Why do not •Government encourage the manufacture of automobiles 
hy Indians themselves ? 

The Honourable Sir ALAN LLOYD: (a) The Honourable Member’s atten¬ 
tion is invited to my replies to questions Nos. 95 and 103, 

(h) No. 

(c) Government are prepared to encourage by the grant*of such facilities as they 
..consider proper, the manufacture of automobiles, when a suitable opportunity occurs. 

' Number m Indian Troops serving Overseas. 

105. The Honourable Mr. G. S. MOTILAL : (a) What is the number of 
Indian officers and soldiers so far sent out (1) to Middle East, (2) to Burma and (3) 
to Malay States, Singapore and other places in the East ? 

(6) How many of them have won distinctions ? 

(c) How many of them have been brought back and how many have been 
killed or wounded ? 

The Honourable Mr. A, deC. WILLIAMS (on behalf of His Excellency the 
Commander-m-Chief): (a) It is not in the public interest to reveal these figures. 

(5) Awards have been bestowed on 251 Indian officers and soldiers. 
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(c) Total casualties officially reported to date amount to approximately 6,900 
killed and wounded. These figures are exclusive of casualties in Hong Kong and 
Malaya full information regardirig which has not yet been received. 

Numbers of men have been brought back on leave or exchanged, but I regret 
I am not in a position to give exact figures. 

Number of Dominion Troops and British Troops serving in various Theatres 

OF War. 

106. The Honourable Mr. G. S MOTILAL r How many South African, 
Australian and British forces are fighting in the various theatres of war 1 


The Honourable Mr. A. deC. WILLIAMS (on behalf of His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief): It is not in the public interest to give the information asked 
for by the Honourable Member. 

Value of Purchases made by the Supply Department. 

107. The Honourable Raja YUVERAJ DUTTA SINGH • Wil Govern, 
ment state the approximate tota’ value of orders placed in India by the Supply 
Department up to date , and the value of orders placed in the different Provinces 
separately ? 

The Honourable Mr. A. deC. WILLIAMS : A statement showing the value 
of purchases made by the Supply Department by Provinces between 1st Septem. 
her, 1939 and 31st December, 1941, is placed on the table. 


Statement showing value of pm chases by Proiinces during the petiod Isi September, 1939 to 3M 

Decembery 1941. 


Bengal , 

Madras 

Bombay 

United Provinceij 
Punjab 

Central Province? 

Sind 

Bihar . 

Orissa , 
N.W.F.P. . 
Assam , , 

Delhi . 
Ajmer-Menvara 
Andamans . 
Coorg . 
Baluchistan . 



(All figures are in. 
thousands.) 
Value m 
rupees. 

79,74,78 

8,98,97 

50,90,03. 

36,03,24- 

19,36,99- 

1,52,62 

3,40,12' 

11,79,02 

3,07 

43,63, 

41.60' 

11,22,44 


16,87 

74- 

4,66' 



Total , 20,97,61 
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Safe Custody of (Jovemment S^ecoeds'. 

108. The Honoukable Mr. G. S. MOTILAL: Do GoYemment con-' 
template to make arrangements to remove fire-proof boxes, kept for the 
safe custody of records connected with the registration of documents and for 
documents deposited with Registration officers, from places of danger to safe" 
places unlikely to be affected by enemy action ? 

The Honourable Mr. E. RAGHAVEKDRA RAO ; The responsibility for 
the safe custody of such records is primarily a matter for Provincial Governments. 
The Government of India addressed Provincial Governments in December, 1940 
regarding safe custody of records of great value and offered to assist Provinces if 
this was necessary. The replies indicated that Provincial Governments were able 
to make their own arrangements. 

British Currency in Territories occupied by Japan. 

109. The Honourable Mr. G. S. MOTILAL; Have Government obtained 
or received any information from places occupied by Japan, as to the action taken 
by it affecting the currency of those places ? If so, what ? 

The Honourable Mr. G. S. BOZMAN ; Government have no information. 

Disturbances caused in Bombay by Sailors and Soldiers. 

110. The Honourable Mr. G. S. MOTILAL: (o) Has Government’s 

attention been drawn to the reports which have appeared in several vernacular 
papers of Bombay and other places of the molestations by some sailors and 
Australian and Anzac soldiers ? 

(6) What steps have Government taken to prevent such incidents ? 

(c) Have the soldiers concerned been punished for their misbehaviour ? 

(d) Why are the sailors and soldiers allowed to move out of military 
areas ? 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEP : {a) to (d). Government 
have had their attention drawn to reports which haVe appeared in the public press 
from time to time of disturbances caused in Bombay and elsewhere by sailors and 
soldiers. They have issued instructions to all military authorities to take, in con¬ 
sultation and co-operation with local civil and police authorities, all the necessary 
steps to prevent the occurrence of such disturbances. 

Number op Australian Troops in India. 

111. The Honourable Mr. G. MOTILAL: What is the number of 
Australian soldiers in India ? 

His Excellency the OOMMANDER-in-CHIEF : None at present. 

Number op Indian Troops in Malaya. 

112. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAYNATH KIJNZRD: What was the 
^otal number of Indian troops in Malaya including Singapore ? Were any of 
^hem evacuated before the fall of Singapore ? If so, how many ? 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEF : I regret I cannot supply 
the information as it is considered that it would not be in the public interest to do so. 
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The Honourable Pandit HTRDAY NATH KIM2BU : But we have been 
told through the newspapers of the total number of troops captured by the Japanese 
in Singapore, 

The Honourable the PEESIDENT : May I draw your attention to the 
Standing Order which says that there should be no arguments at the time of putting 
supplementary questions. If you have put any definite question and it has been 
answered I cannot allow any more questions. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRBAy NATH KUNZRU : Are we not to be 
allowed to put supplementary questions ? 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I am bound by the Standing Orders 

The Honourable Pandit HIEDAY NATH KUNZRU ; If that is so, Sir, 
1 decline to put any further questions. 

The Honourable t'he PRESIDENT : No. 113, the Honourable Pandit 
Kunzru, 

The Honourable Bandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : I decline to put the 
.question, Sir, 

Number of Casualties among Indian Troops in Malaya. 

113. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU: (a) What was 
the total number of Indian soldiers who were {a) killed and [h) wounded in 
Malaya including Singapore ? 

(&) Have lists of Indian soldiers who died in Malaya been published in the 
Government Gazette ? If not, why not ? 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEF : (a) and (6). Full informa¬ 
tion is not yet available, but such information as is received is being published from 
time to time. 

Arrangements made in connection with Evacuation or Indians from 

Malaya. 

114. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU: What were 
the arrangements made to evacuate Indians from Malaya and what was the total 
number of Indian evacuees excluding Indian soldiers ? 

The Honourable Mr. G. S, BO'ZMAN : The Government of the Straits Settle¬ 
ments entrusted the issue of tickets to a local committee of Indians. So far as I 
am aware all availabla ships leaving for India were used for the purpose. 

Information regarding the number of Indians, other than soldiers, evacuated 
from Malaya to India has been called for and a statement will be laid before the 
House when it has been obtained. 

Racial Discrimination in Evacuation Arrangements from Penang. 

115. The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU: (g) Is it a fact 
that almost all Europeans in Penang were evacuated before its occupation by 
the Japanese ? 

(6) Is it also a fact that not merely no facilities were allowed to Asiatics 
for eYReuation, but that steps were taken to prevent them by fqroe 
boarding tW^hip meant for the evacuation of the Europeans I , .. ^ -:;. ' - 
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^ (c) Is it further a fact that the authorities refused to allow even Asiatic 
ladies to be evacuated in the ship referred to above ? 

TheHonoitrableMr. G. S.B02IMAN; (a) and (6). The Honourable Member 
will appreciate that it has been impossible to obtain any official information. Gov¬ 
ernment have however seen press reports which tend to substantiate the suggestion 
in the question and a statement reported to have been made by the Governor of the 
Straits Settlements on the 20th December indicates that there was some breakdown 
in the civil administration. Reports received from evacuees from Singapore also 
go to confirm this. 

(c) I have not received any specific complaints regarding the evacuation of women 
folk from, Penang, 


BILL PASSED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY LAID ON THE TABLE. 

SECRETARY oe the COUNCIL : Sir, in pursuance of rule 25 of the Indian 
Legislative Rules, Hay on the table copies of the Bill to extend the date up to which 
certain duties characterised as protective in the First Schedule to the Indian Tariff 
Actj 1934, shall have effect, which was passed by the Legislative Assembly at its 
meeting held on the 5th March, 1942. 


RESOLUTION RE DISPOSAL OF HORSES UNFIT FOR MILITARY SERVICE. 

*The Honourable HajiSyed MUHAMMAD HUSAIN (United Provinces 
West: Muhammadan): Sir, I beg to move the following Resolution 

“ That this Council recommends to the Governor General in Council that the horses m use of 
the military not required for thdr purposes be sold at a fixed priceorby auction except such 
horses which are not serviceable for any purpose instead of being shot. ’ 

Sir, I am not going to make a very long speech on this subject. From whatever 
point of view you take this, it is advantageous both for the people, for the poor horses 
as well as for the Government. In mihtary there are some horses which are 
quite young and they can serve anywhere else except in cavalry or infantry, because 
some of the horses do not stand in a line. Others are quite capable of giving service 
although they might not be quite fit for military service. If those horses were to 
be sold, it would fetch a considerable sum of' money which might be utilised for war 
purposes. Moreover in the present condition they will be very useful for those people 
who cannot keep a motor car now because of petrol rationmg and it may be that as 
we go on it may not be possible even to get sufficient petrol to keep a motor car 
battery in order. Therefore it is all the more necessary that all such horses that are 
not required for military purposes which are fit to give other service should be sold 
either by auction or by fixing a particular price. It is said that the horses are not 
properly treated by their owners if they are sold ; it is not proper that they should 
give any more service. In my Resolution I have put an exception “ except such 
horses which are not serviceable for any purpose ”. That category is co vered by this 
exception. If there are horses which are not serviceable for any purpose, it is quite 
true that the destruction of those horses is quite proper. 

With these few words, Sir, I beg to move this Resolution. 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-in-CHIEF : Sir, the position of Govern¬ 
ment is this. A horse above the age of 15 is unfit for military service. Such horses 
are destroyed. Other horses rendered unfit for military service due to disease, 
accident, or viciousness are also destroyed. This latter class may be considered as 




*Not corrected, by the Honourable Member, 
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[His Excellency the Commander-iii-Chief.] 
unfit not only for military but for other uses as well. In the case of horses below 
16 years of age which are rendered surplus to requirements and which are in fact fit 
for military seryice, they are not destroyed. They are utilised in services other than 
military; for example, by sale to military officers, with a lien by Government to recall 
the horses if required ; by sale or gift to Provincial Mounted Police ; by issue on loan 
to Provincial Governments, by issue to certain Indian State Forces ; in the case of 
mares, by sale to horse and mule breeders in the breeding areas controlled by the 
Army E.emount Department; by maintaining them as a reserve to meet normal and 
war wastage, and so on At present, the position is that there is no surplus of horses 
fit for military service, that is to say, there are no horses “ in use of military not re¬ 
quired for their purposes The matter, therefore, is of academic interest at presenl/. 

The Honoubable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM (Bihar and Orissa ; Muhammadan) r 
I agree with His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief—after the statement made by 
him that there are no horses at the moment to which the provision of being shot 
can be applied—that this Resolution is of academic interest. I should lilie to know 
whether there is still a cavalry division maintained by the army ; because we were 
made to understand that all our cavalry has been mechanized as recently as the* 
28th of February when the Budget was being introduced. We had all this organisa¬ 
tion in Sargoda district and other places of horse breeders for the army. What we 
were anxious about was that the supplies which are still coming from the breeders- 
and not required in the army might be shut down. It is to avoid that contingency 
that this Resolution has been moved, I should like if possible some more light 
may be thrown on this subject. 

The Honourable Malik Sir FIROZ KHAN NOON (Leader of the House): 
Will you please repeat the last sentence ? We did not catch it. 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM : The first question is whether the 
horses which are being bred in the Punjab for the army are being utilised for the army 
or not; secondly, if they are not being utilised, what happens to them ? 

The Honourable Malik Sir FIROZ KHAN NOON ; The horse breeding 
colony in Sargoda has been abolished. Four thousand mares are no longer tied 
down under horse breeding conditions. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT (to the Honourable Haji Syed Muhammad! 
Husain) : Do you wish to press this Resolution to the vote ? 

The Honourable Haji Syed MUHAMMAD HUSAIN : No, Sir. Tn view 
of the statement of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief I do not think it is 
necessary to press this Resolution. In fact I take it that the spirit of the Resolution 
18 accepted. 

' The Resolution was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


TO THE HINDI 

SAHITYA SAMMELAN AND THE ANJIMAN TAEAQQI.I-DBDTJ. 

V 1 ,®“ Hokotoabm Ms. y. N. SATRU (United Prmrincea Sonthem : 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I desire to move the following Resolution 

I^ibrary of the ,Rmdi Sahitya Sammelan and praited work .in ITrdu to m 


Non* 
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1 , in the same manner in which the works printed in Great Britain are presented 
of the British Museum, the Bodleian and the Cambridge University Library. 

I in war time I think it is permissible to turn away from severely political 
devote one’s seif to subjects which promote the cultural development of 
Hindi and Urdu are the two principal languages of Northern India. 
7ast literatures, growing literatures and they need development and 
nt and their cultural value cannot be ignored. These two institutions 
e mentioned, namely, the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan and the Anjuman 
du stand for the development of these two languages The Hindi 
imelan is an institution of an aU-India character and it has been 
or the past 30 years and has done much to promote the development of 
ure It has behind it the personality of Babu Purshotamdas Tandon 
) Speaker of the United Provinces Legislative Assembly. It has. the 
't of Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya 
a Gandhi are among its ex-Presidents. Seth Jamnalal Bajaj was alsO’ 
s-Presidents. The other ex-Presidents of the body are Babu Bajendra 
dit Shri Uhar Pathak, the great Hindi waiter, Babu Sampuranand,. 
Das, Shri Ajudhiasingh, Ur. Shamsunder Has, the great Hindi literary 
t Padamsingh Sharma, and it has the patronage and support of His* 

B Gaekwar of Baroda, His Highness the Maharaja Scindia and the 
the Maharajadhiraja of Darbhanga. His Highness the Maharaja of 
^d its session which was recently held at Indore The Sammelan is re- 
all literary Hindi men as the central organisation for the spread and 
imdi literature and its activities embrace the whole country. It con* 
lations and its endeavour has been to form the nucleus of a Hindi univer- 
published many books of great value and in its examinations nearly 
its sit every year. It has about 500 centres for its Hindi examinations- 
country and it celebrated its 30th anniversary at Abohar under the pre* 
f the Vice-Chancellor of the Allahabad University, Pandit Amarnatb 

irn now, Sir, from the Hindi side to the other organisation named by me 
ition, the Anjuman Taraqqi-i-Urdu. This organisation, or this institut- 
3t of which is to popularise Urdu literature, was established somewhere in 
bs its headquarters in the imperial town of Delhi. It has an annual 
)out Rs. 80,000 and it has a general reserve fund of about Rs. 50,000. 

I, Sir, that the Anjuman Taraqqi-i-Urdu has been given land by the 
uistration for building purposes. Its President, is Sir Tej Bahadur 
3 Secretary is the most distinguished Urdu scholar living in this country,, 
aq. It has a library and it has the patronage of His Exalted Highness- 
)f Hyderabad. It has affiliated to it some educational institutions im 
as and, from the Urdu-speaking point of view, certain other backward! 
country. It publishes books also. 

ntly it will he within the recollection of the House that the distinguished^ 
llor of the Delhi University, Sir Maurice Gwyer and the Educational, 
)r with the Government of India, Mr. John Sargent, stressed that for- 
poses for which the democracies are fighting this war it is, necessary that 
be planning in education, that there should be planning—if I may use 
in culture and that money should not he stinted for cultural advancement 
mcement in education. Now, Sir, I am not asking Government here 
TOat I ani asking them to do is to follow the British example. Sir^ 
tmder the Copyright Act of 1911—it was I think amended in 1932—- 
ihe publisher of every book published in the United Kingdom: is required 
nonth after the publication to deliver at his own expense a copy of the 
Trustees of the British Museum, who have to give a written receipt 
has also, if a written demand is made before the expiration of twelve 
r publication, to deliver within one month after receipt of that written 
Dpy of every book published to the following other libraries, namely, tho 
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Bodleian Library, which, as Members of the House know, is the great library of 
the Oxford University, the University Library, Cambridge, the Library of the Paculty 
of Advocates atuinburgh and the Library of Trinity College, Dublin, and, subject 
to certain provisions of section 15 of the Copyright Act' the National Library of Wales. 

Now, Sir, the Copyright Act section goes on to say that in the case of an encyclo¬ 
paedia, newspaper, review, magazine or work published in a series of numbers or 
parts the written demand may include all numbers or parts of the work which may be 
subsequently published I think, Sir, there was an amendment of this Act in 1932, 
but so far as this section is concerned it was not substantially amended and the 
position is that in England the writer or the publisher of a book is required to supply 
copies of the book for the benefit of the Bodleian Library, Oxford, the University 
Library, Cambridge, the Library of the Faculty of Advocates at Edinburgh, the 
Library of Trinity College, Dublin, and, subject to certain restrictions, the National 
Library of Wales, 

Now, Sir, I find that there is no similar provision in the Copyright Act of this 
country. The only provision which we have, I think, in the Indian law is in the Press 
and Registration of Books Act, and I will invite the attention of the House to section 
'9 of that Act 

‘ Pi'mtod or lithographod copies of the whole of every book which 'shall be printed or litho¬ 
graph ed in Briti'ih India after this Aci shall come into force, together with all maps, prints or 
other engravings belonging thereto, finished and coloured in. the same manner as the be'it copies 
of the same shall, notwithstanding any agreement {if the book be published) between the printer 
and publisher thereof, be delivered liy the printer at such place and to such officer as the Local 
‘Government shall, by notifi cation in the official Gazette, from time to time direct * * ♦ **» 

'This provisiott is not for cultural advauoemeut. It is for, if I may use the word, 
political espionage. The object of my Resolution is that these two organisations, 
which are the principal institutions for the furtherance, progress and development of 
i;he two principal languages of modern India, languages which are understood almost 
•throughout the length and breadth of this country, should be helped to be able to 
build up decent libraries. For this purpose, they should have available every book 
.that is published in this country. The change of law in this direction will not impose 
any hardship on the publisher. He can surely spare one copy for libraries of this 
character. 

^ It may he said that if the principle of this Resolution is accepted, then similar 
claims will be made by other organisations and institutions which are working for 
the promotion of other Indian languages. I would not deny to institutions or or¬ 
ganisations working for the development of other languages the right which I am 
claiming for these two languages in which I as a person belonging to Northern India 
am particularly interested. We have had a remarkable development in these two 
languages during the last 20 or 25 years. Many hooks of scientific value have been 
published both in the Hindi and the Urdu languages. Their literatures have im¬ 
proved. I am not a .student of Urdu. I happen to be acquainted with Hindi. 
I hke to read Hindi occasionally and I find that in recent years we have produced 
some very fine writers of fiction, of poetry, of psychology, history, and so on. You 
have only to take up a Hindi magazine and see how varied are the subjects dealt 
with in that magazine. If we wish the culture which we have imbibed in our English 
schools and colleges to filter down to the masses, it is clear that we must work 
through the Indian languages and therefore this Resolution is intended for the 
development of Indian languages. I may mention that the idea of this Resolution 
was suggested to me by the address of Pandit Amarnath Jha as President of the 
Hindi Sahitya Sammelan. In his Presidential address he suggested that there 'was 
need for a change of the law on the lines of the British Copyright Act. The authority 
of these organisations is not open to dispute. They are the two leading drgan\s8i.%m 
for the promotion of these two languages. There are other organisations,- i knbw^ 
and if the benefit of the Copyright Act amendment can be extended to thejch, I hayo 
no objection. These two organisations are the most authoritative'or^an^Mohi St 
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the two languages, Hindi writers look to the Sahitya Sammelan Just as French 
writers—I do not say that we have reached the same stage of development as the 
French language—look to the French Academy. They look upon it as an institution 
whose approval of a work marks them a big writer. 

With these words, Sir, I would commend this non-controversial Resolution in 
war time to the acceptance of the House. 

The Honourable Mr HOSSAINIMAM {Bihar and Orissa: Muhammadan); 
Mr. President, I have great pleasure in supporting the Resolution which has been 
moved by the Honourable Mr. Sapru I do not think it is necessary for 
me to inflict a long speech on the House But I do welcome this Resolution as it 
shows essential unity between the two languages of India. It is a welcome coincidence 
that the Presidents of both the organisations, one for Urdu and the other for Hindi, 
are Hmdus and from the same city of Allahabad. The Anjuman Taraqqi-i-Urdu is 
under the distinguished Presidentship of the Bight Honourable Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru and the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan under that of Dr. Amarnath Jha. Sir, the 
demand in this Resolution is one which would not cost the Government an 5 rthmg. 
They have only to make the necessary amendment in their Act in order to make it 
possible for these national organisations to receive the publications. The law as it 
stands at present is administered by the Provinces and it has no all-India effect. 
The copies that are published have to be delivered under the orders of the Local 
Government and they apply only to the locality of that particular Government. Fop 
instance, if the Delhi Administration were to pass an order that a copy of all publica¬ 
tions in Urdu should be made over free of charge, it will have effect only in the 
Delhi area and it will not apply to other areas. It is, therefore, necessary that a 
comprehensive amendment should be made so that the Government of India may, 
by its action, make it compulsory for all the printers and publishers to make over a 
copy of the publication. In this connection I should like to remind the House that 
the Anjuman Taraqqi-i-Urdu, starting from a humble beginning 39 years ago, has 
now become a very extensive organisation. It has 232 branches, 64 night schools 
and it has published 170 books. It publishes three papers; one is a quarterly 
known as Urdu of 150 pages; the other is a monthly publication called “ Science ” of 
64 pages ; and the third Hamari Zahan^ “My Language”, a fortnightly publication. 
There are 18 members of this organisation which contains such distinguished people, 
in addition to the Right Honourable Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, as Dewan Bahadur 
Raja Narendra Nath, the President of the Hindu Mahasabha, Punjab, Raja Sir 
Daya Kishen Kaul, Colonel Sir Kailashnath Haksar in addition to others like His 
Excellency Nawab Colonel Hafiz Ahmad Sayed, Khan Sahib of Chhittari the Prime 
Minister of Hyderabad. Sir, an organisation so distinguished and so honoured ought 
to get the moral support of the Government in whatever way they can possibly give it. 
I do hope the Government will see its way to accept this Resolution affd give their 
help to this organisation if they require it and, when there is enough, to give money, 

*The Honourable Haji Syeb MUHAMMAD HUSAIN (United Provinces- 
West: Muhammadan); Sir, the object of this Resolution is so,good from the 
point of view of the languages and culture of India that it does not require a good 
deal of support. I am sure that every Member of this House ,would support this 
Resolution. To printers the sacrifice of a copy or two will not be too great* Besides, 
it will be useful to the writers as well as to the publishers, These ^<j,&titutiDns not 
only merely encourage language which they support, hntalfq^'^ey'cn^eise publica¬ 
tions and pass opinions on them, and I am quite certaih that institutions Ime these 
which have such eminent scholars on them provide valuable criticism on publica- 
tions and so help to improve the tone of the language which will in consequence be 
b^efited. If we turn to section 9 which, my Honorable friend has just read we 
jghd that al Very sHght amenWent where written— ; 

. -to b© d«]ivsped by the piijit® at suolLplae© and m suqh officer as the Local 

ClbverBmmt shall, by notification ip ibe'Offietai ..Gazetted from time to time direct and free of 
^xpense.td’theGfoVemment”/’' - ' \ ' 

.T-;--; I I I 1-T i . ' ' 'ti —- - ■ ' --- 
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made as follows- 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: You had ample time; why did you not 
give notice of an amendment ^ 

The Honourable Haji Syed l^HJHMIMAD HUSAIN: It is not an amend- 
ment, Sir. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: You want to add a few words to this 
Resolution ? 

The Honourable Haji Syed MUHAMMAD HUSAIN: No, Sir, I only 
my that if,as is said in this Resolution, the Government were to improve this section 
in the Act the purpose of the Resolution will be served. Section 9 was read by my 
Honourable friend, who said that a similar provision to that which exists in England 
also exists in the Indian Act with a certain omission, namely, that certain Libraries 
are mentioned in the English provision and there is no such mention in our Act. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: You do not want to make any altera¬ 
tion in the Resolution ? 

The Honourable Haji Syed MUHAMMAD HUSAIN: No, Sii\ 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : You only want to bring this point to 
the attention of the Government Member 1 

The Honourable Haji Syed MUHAMBfAD HUSAIN; Yes, Sir. 

The Honourable Mr. J. D TYSON (Education, Health and Lands Secre¬ 
tary) ; Six, I shall be very brief. I have listened with interest, and I may say a 
,good deal of sympathy, to what has been said by my Honourable friends Mr. Sapru 
and Mr. Hossain Imam and the Honourable Mr Muhammad Husain in support of 
this Resolution. I niay say at once that I agree, broadly speakmg, with the statement 
of the law as it stands in England and in India which has been given by the 
Honourable Mr Sapiu and I would agree also with Mr. Hossain Imam that if we are 
going to have legislation on this subject it would be very desirable that it should be 
Central legislation. Otherwise the object might he defeated I am not quite clear 
whether the Honourable mover of the Resolution intends that it should apply to 
newspapers I am not sure that the English law applies to newspapers, but I should 
like liim to indicate whether he intends his Resolution to cover the case of 
newspapers or only the case of books and pamphlets and maps and such like. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU: I would have monthly periodicals 
included but not daijy newspapers. * 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: Will you draw the line at weeklies ? 

The Honourable Mr. HOSSAIN IMAM: Weeklies will be excluded, Sir; 
'Only monthlies and quarterlies. * 

Tee Honourable Mr. J. D. TYSON: I think I know what the Honom'able 
^ Member is aiming at. Now Sir, it would he quite possible to have Central legislation 
-dh this subject under item 17 of the Concurrent List under the Government of India 
Act—“ Newspapers, Books and Printing Presses I think we can certainly amend 
the Press and Registration of Books Act. But of course our custom in legislating 
in matters that concern the Concurrent List, our invariable practice is to consult 
^Provincial Governments first. The Provincial Governments would have to handle 
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^lie implementing oTanylegislation, and therefore there is a double reason wliy in a 
■matter of this kind we should consult Provmcial Governments before we commit 
nurselves to Central legislation There is a further reason, Su, why we should refer 
the matter, if the House passes the Resolution, to Provincial Governments. I do not 
doubt for one moment the status of the two societies mentioned by the Honourable 
mover. But I am apprehensive, as he foresaw, that a Resolution of this kind may 
give rise to other claims, certainly as regards other languages in India and 
■other literatures, and even possibly there may be other claims as regards 
Hindi and Urdu For that reason also a proposal for legislation should obviously 
be sent to Provinces for their opinions, so that if we have legislation it should be as 
far as possible comprehensive That, Sir, is really all I have to say. The Reso¬ 
lution as it stands would commit us, if we accepted it, to modifying the law so as to 
ensui’e that a copy of every work was by law to be sent to these two associations. 
Therefore, Sir, I regret we cannot accept the Resolution as it stands; but we shall 
\oertainly not oppose the Resolution moved with such eloquence and moderation by 
my Honourable friend So far as Government benches are concerned, we should 
leave it to a free vote, and if the Resolution is accepted by the House the course we 
shall adopt and which I have already indicated is that we shall immediately send 
it to the Provinces to see their reactions. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU (United Provinces 
Northern; Non-Muhammadan): Mr. President, I am glad to see that my 
Honourable friend the Education Secretary has been good enough not to oppose 
this Resolution, but I must confess that I found his reply very disappointing. There 
is no doubt that the formahties required by the division of India into several provinces 
have to be gone through by the Government of India and that the information that 
they require can he obtained only through the Provmcial Administrations. But 
I had hoped that my Honourable friend will not merely refrain from opposing the 
Resolution but express bis sympathy with the demand contained in it. 

The Honourable Mb. R. H. PARKER (Bengal Chamber of Commerce): He 
said so. 

The Honourable Me. J D TYSON: If I may recall, Sir, my opening words 
were that I had listened with interest and with a good deal of sympathy. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU: I confess when 
I took that in relation with what he said at the end and what he said in the course 
of his speech I felt that that was merely a formal assurance. He will pardon me if 
I am doing him an injustice, but the whole trend of his speech seemed to me to be 
non-committal For instance, he referred to other associations that might exist 
in other provinces and which might ask for a right similar to that which this Resolu¬ 
tion proposes to confer on the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan and the Anjuman taraqqi-i- 
Urdu. There are undoubtedly associations connected wii/h the development of 
Indian literatures in various parts of India, in Maharashtra, in the Canarese- 
speaking areas, in the Tamil-speaking areas, in the Telugu-speaking areas, in 
Bengal, and so on. Now, if an important institution connected with each language 
asks that it should be allowed the same facilities which this Resolution proposes that 
the two institutions connected with Hindi and Urdu should enjoy, I do not see 
how the position of the Government of India.wouid become more dif&oult. If 
Honourable friend is in sympathy with the demand made in this Resolution; if he 
is in accord with the principle underlying it, he, should be prepared to. treat other 
important organisations in the same way in connection with books dealing with the 
literatures ivhioh they represent. I think it is one Of tho most important signs 
of the national awakening in India at the present time that a ,great deal of attention 
,is being paid to the cultural develbpmept of the people thifough their own languages, 
^ When I yisit ^y pi^p'^ce’J always make it a point, to find out whether ther^ 
'^Booiatidp tl|eb jw|bsdiOjjjg{t'’jt;is “to standardise and develop the.lap^ge and 
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persuade the people to adopt one form of speech which all cultured people and the 
people in general might equally use. Sir, I will not do my Honourable friend the 
injustice of supposing that he can be opposed at heart to such a Resolution or can 
have no sympathy with it; but he has spoken to us purely as an official when I should 
have thought that as a man belonging to a country which has done great work for 
the development of its language he would adopt a bolder and more sympathetic 
attitude I am sure that my Honourable friend Mr. Sapru will be glad that he has 
received even such support as he has f]Com the official side and we shall ajl hope that 
as a result of the inquiries which the Government of India propose to make they will 
be able to modify the existing legislation in the direction suggested by my Honourable 
friend Mr. Sapru. 

The Honourable Mr J D TYSON • On a point of explanation, Sir. May I 
say that we cannot accept this Resolution- 

The Honoubarlb the PRESIDENT: You will have another chance of 
reply if you will kindly wait till Mr Sapru has finished. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU; Sir, the Honourable Dr. Kunzru has 
dealt with the speech of my esteemed friend the Honourable Mr. Tyson. He has 
no doubt intimated that he has a good deal of sympathy with the Resolution but 
he is not prepared to accept the prmciple of this Resolution without reference to 
Provincial Governments. That is the position that he has taken up. I think, 
Sir, that a lead in this matter ought to be given by the Central Government. If 
you want uniformity in this matter there should be Central legislation; and after 
all we have certain advisory bodies, the Central Advisory Board of Education, and 
we have, though it is not directly under governmental control, we have the Inter* 
universities Board. Therefore there ought to be no difficulty in ascertainmg what 
the views of the Provincial Governments are. So far as the status of these organi¬ 
sations are concerned, there is no doubt about that. So far as the Hindi Sahitya 
Sammelan is concerned, some of the most eminent names in Hindi literature are 
connected with it. Swami Shraddanand was connected with it and it has, as I 
pointed out, the patronage of many Ruling Princes and that its Secretary is probably 
the most eminent living Urdu scholar in this land, Dr. x4bdul Haq. A difficulty 
pointed out by Mr. Tyson was this that we have in this country a number of other 
languages and they may have similar associations and they will also claim similar 
rights. I would like those rights to be extended to those associations also and 
suitable provisions can be made in the law as was pointed out by Mr. Muhammad 
Husain. I mean very simple amendments m the law will meet the requirements of 
the situation. 

Sir, I should like the House to treat this as a cultural Resolution and I should 

12 Noon express its sympathy with those who are worL 

mg in the fields of Indian languages and therefore I should like 
this Resolution to be put to the vote. I should liJm to feel that the Council of State 
has expressed its sjunpathy with Indian literatures and with those who are work¬ 
ing m the fields of Indian literatures. Literature, Sir, interprets life and it interprets, 
life, I think, even in war time. I should like every Member to feel that he is doing 
his duty by the hteratures of this country by votmg for this Resolution. There¬ 
fore I should like this Resolution to be put to the vote of the House. 

The Honourable Sir A. P. PATRO (Nominated Non-Official): Do yon 
include such ancient institutions lilte the Telugu Acade^my and the Tamil Academy 
in the scope of your Resolution ? 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU; I do not know if they are ancient but 
I will accept my Honourable friend’s word and I should be willing to give them my 
support just as he would he willing, I am sure, to give me his support. 
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TOURABLE Mr. J. D. TYSON (Education, Health and Lands Scove- 
uld perhaps make it clear, in view of v'hat has fallen from Pandit 
we do not as a msttor of fa('t legislate in the Concurrent List without 
3 Provinces. If wc accept this Pv^esolution we commit ourselves to 
the Concurrent List without the necessary reference to the Provinces, 
should be confining our legislation to Hindi and Urdu literature 
nj' Honourable friend consider me so poor and apathetic a Bengali 
deny my own Province the privilege of sharing in the benefits of logis- 
kmd 2 We in Bengal are very proud of our own language, so why 
I not sharo in anything of this kind that is going ? 

foUBABLE THE PRESIDENT. It is not necessary to read this Reso- 
d time. I will put it to the vote. 

put and Motion adopted. 


INDIAN COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

'lOHRABLE Me. R. H. PARKER (Bombay Chamber of Commerce): 


Bill further to amend tho Indian Oompanioy Act, 191.S, bo taken into considera- 

lofficially accused yesterday by an official Me'mber of the House of 
led my postcard size in speeches, Well, I will try not to do so today, 
w particular attention to a few points that there are in the Statement 
d Reasons. At the bottom of the first paragraph it says 

13 now possible for a company to carry out a .scheme for the transfer of the whole 
undertaking and for clisf'Oliiiion by proceedings under section lfi3, which require 
,ent majority than is required by section 54, the relatively less important mattei 
L or subdivision of the capital nf a company can only be effected thiough the 
10 latter section 

iav& spent about ten years or rather more of my life being a doctor 
inies and you do find that there are cases where a particular provision 
0 stops you from doing something which is entirely for the good of 
This Bill in effect proposes to introduce what is really a di^ocratic 
s the provisions of the Act now stand those people who do not vote 
ially more power than the people who vote and you get into this ridi* 
m that you might get 74 per cent, of the shares being represented for 
and 26 per cent, not voting at all and the 26 per cent, will be able to 
j as opposed to the 74 per cent, who definitely believe that a certain 
jO he done. That, I think, is rather a ridiculous situation and it was 
by the Greene Committee. Sir Wilfrid Greene, the Chairman of tie 
ras probably the ablest Chancery lawyer of our time and I think what 
as right and that we can reasonably support. 

ve. 

HOTJEABEE Sardae Bahabue SOBHA SINGH (Nominated Non- 
bave great pleasure in supporting the Honourable Mr. Parker’s Motion 
to amend the Indian Companies Act be taken into consideration, 
'this Bill is to facilitate the reorganisation of the companies. It 
tple thing as Mr. Parker has explained. Under the existing Act it 
s very difficult to make even a little change. One has to go to the 
and 26 per cent, of them may be absent or silent, and you cannot d') 
/bile the proposed Bill softens the existing provision it has the merit 
ig reorganisation too easy. Such a mea‘’ure is of great help to the 
I the present juncture when increased industrial and commercial acti- 
' some kind of rearrangement, further, the English law has also been 

% 
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amended to suit the present-dav requirements and the propos^id amendment is 
on the same lines. As the Honourable Mr. Parkei has explained there is nothing 
underneath the Bill. The amendment proposed is very much desirable and T give 
my full support to it. 

The Honourable Mr M. N PALAL (Bomlay Non-M'dnmmaflan'• Sir, 
I rise to supprt this Motion. As the law stands s?otion 54 and section 153 are over¬ 
lapping and to clarify the law I think the best thing to do would lie to drop sec¬ 
tion 54. This has been done in England when the Companies Act was consolidated 
in 1929, and I am surprised that the Indian Companies At t still retains the archaic 
and impracticable section 54 on the Statute-book. I siy impracticable because 
three-fouiths majority of all the shareholders of a given class, no matter whether 
they are present or absent at a meeting, is in tact impossible of attaimiient. I 
therefore support the Motion. 

The Honourable Mr. V. N. SAPRU (United Provinces Soutliein : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, on behalf of our party I desire to support this amendment. 
I think it is a healthy amendment. It will imp/ove the Companies Act and it will 
bring it into line with the recommendations of the Greene Committee and with 
the law as it is in England. Three-fourths majority of a class is an impossible 
requirement and it is very difficult under the present section 54 for companies 
to reconstruct themselves. I desire to accord my support to this. 


The Honourable Sir ALAN LLOYD (Commerce Secretary): In view of 
the speeches that have abeady been made I do not wish to make any statement on 
behalf of Government on this Bill. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: Motion moved 

“ That thp Bill fnrth v to amend the Indian Gompanios Act, 1913, bo taken into considoj-a- 
tion, *' 

Question put and Motion adopted. 

The Honourable Mr. M. N. DALAL : Sir, I move 

“ That m clause 2 ol the Bill, for the word ‘ deleted ’ the word ‘ omitted ’ be fiub^titutod. ” 
This is merely a formal amendment. 

Sir, I move. 

. Question put and Motion adopted. 

Clause 2, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Mr M N. DALAL : Sir, I move 
“ That in Plau.>c ;j of the Bd! after the word ‘ substituted the word ‘namely ’ be inserted, 
This again is merely a formal amendment 
Sir, I move. 

Question put and Motion adopted 
Clause 3, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clause ,1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title mi Preamble were added to the Bill, . ., 
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The Honoueable Me. R. H. PARKER: Sir, I move 

“ That the BUI, as amciidod, be passed. ” 

Question put and Motion adopted. 


(The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam, in whose name stood the next Motion, 
was absent when called.) 


RESOLUTION RE FORMATION OF A HOME GUARD. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU (United Provinces 
Northern: Non-Muhammadan): Mr. President, I beg to move 

“That this Couacil “recommends to the Governor General in Counol that m view of the 
seriousness of the situal ion immediate steps bo taken to form a Home Guard for the defence of 
the country and that it should bo traintid on the same lines as the British B-ome Guard, “ 

With your permission, Sir, I should like to delete the words “ those of” in the 
last Ime of the Resolution as printed. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: Very well. 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU: Mr. President, this 
Resolution speaks of the seriousness of the situation and urges that as one ground 
for taking the step recommended in it in order to strengthen the defences of the 
country. No words are needed from me, Sir, to depict the difficult situation in 
which we find ourselves at the present time. Japan has become master today 
not merely of the Malaya Peninsula hut ako of Singapore and the Malayan Archi¬ 
pelago. It is trying to extend its conquests both in the East and the West. There 
are three countries which it is devotmg particular attention to at the present time, 
namely, Java, the Phillipines and Burma. If Java and the Phillipine Islands pass 
under its control, its position, at least for the time being, will be rendered secure 
in the South West Pacific, and it wiU be free to turn its attention to the Bay of 
Bengal and the Indian Ocean. Shoald it achieve more success than it has done in 
Burma, the consequences to India will be even more serious than those of the vic¬ 
tories it has already obtained. We feel already that the enemy is at the gate and 
that we should take all possible measures to prepare the people to defend their 
. country Sir, the dangers which threaten India will not affect her offiy To any 
student of the political and broad military issues which arise out of the present 
war it must be clear that any weakening or disorganisation in India will have serious 
repercussions on the Middle East front, and should the supply of men and material 
from India to the Middle East cease or slacken, it seems to a layman that it will 
be exceedmgly difficult, if not impossible, for the Allied armies then to maintain 
their positions. In such a case, there will be a serious danger of our enemies from 
the East and the West joimng hands and thus making the position of India vir- 
tually hopeless. Apart from this, Sir, we may be exposed to further dangers by 
the advances made by Japan towards the Southern or Eastern coast of India 
One has only to mention Ceylon in order to realise that at the present moment we 
are faced with grave dangers from nearly all sides. 

Sir, the other day, His Excellency the Commauder-in-Chief, replying to a ques¬ 
tion in this House, admitted that the Japanese might use their command ot the 
sea and air at the present time to attack us m various ways. ■ ^ 

'' We muf^t be prepared ”, he ^aid, “ lor attacks on our shipping on llio m , and yre inu'?t be 
prepared for attacks on this land of India Irom the air and by bombaidau'iit fiom the sea, and 
wo may have to face the possibility ot a landing ’. 

No words of mine can better bring home to us the seriousness of the present 
situation than the words of His Excellency the Gommander-in-Chiof which I have 
quoted. Now, it is necessary when serious dangers threaten us that we should ask 
ourselves whether we can take an^ special steps at the present time to meet them, 

B 2 
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That W 0 are in an exceedingly difficult position is no reason why we should sit with 
folded hands ot adopt an attitude of defeatism. On the other hand, I feel, and feel 
in eyeiy fibre of my being, that the hour of danger is one which ought to test our man¬ 
hood most, and it is at such a time that we should show that we can prove equal to 
any emergency. The position so far as India is concerned and broadly speaking so 
far as the East is concerned, is the same as the position created in the West by the 
collapse of France in June, 1940. The position of England was an exceedingly peri¬ 
lous one at the time. England was at that time short not merely of trained men but 
also of modern weapons. It had lost a great deal of equipment in France, and Mr. 
Churchill in a frank speech—unlike the replies which the representatives of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India delight in in this House—told the nation the danger that confronted 
it and appealed to all men, to men belonging to all ranks of life to come forward to 
defend their country. It was at a time like this that the Home Guard was formed in 
England. What more natural than that we should at a time when the situation is 
so grave should ask that a similar step should be taken to strengthen our position in 
our country. 

Now what is the character of the Home Guard which my Resolution urges the 
authorities to establish ? Before I answer this question I should like briefly to pomt 
out what the duties of the Home Guard are and why it was necessary to have such a 
force and not some other kind of force, for instance the Volunteers and the Militia 
which existed formerly, to meet the danger with which England was threatened. It 
is a commonplace today to say that totalitarian warfare must be dealt with by totali¬ 
tarian methods of defence. That applies to the situation that existed in England 
ill July, 1940 and the danger that England may stiU have to face. The situation 
was somewhat as follows, The Nazis have adopted a new method of achieving their 
purpose. They do not depend merely on their armies. They first try 
to weaken the morale of the populations concerned. For this purpose 
they try to have men in sympathy with them in every part of the country 
which they wish to subjugate. Now these men who are called Quislings or 
fifth columnists may bo found not merely in bigger towns but also in the 
smaller towns and the villages. It is thus clear that this is a danger which 
England had to he prepared to face everywhere. Similarly the Nazis have used 
another method, the method popularly known as that of infiltration, m order to 
create disorganisation in the country which they wished to attack. They try to 
drop parachutists at different places so that the soldiers who are thus dropped from 
aeroplanes may, after getting into touch with the Quislings in the civil population, 
create a situation in which troops sent by troop carrying planes can be landed. Now 
this again is a danger which may have to be faced throughout the country. It is thus 
clear that a professional army which has to be maintained at certain points cannot 
deal with a danger that is ubiquitous. If we are threatened with danger at every 
point, it is necessary for us to organise a method of defence which wilfbe effective 
at every point. Now the object of establishing the Home Guard was to provide a 
force which, unlike the army, could make itself felt everywhere. It consists not of ^ 
soldiers but of civilians, who although trained by the military authorities become a 
part of the regular forces only when actually on duty. It is clear from what I have 
said that if au attempt had been made to raise regular troops to deal with a situa¬ 
tion in whicii every part of the country might he siippo^jed to bo in the front line very 
few men would have been left to produce those supplies without which the army 
cannot work. It was necessary therefore to train men who would normally do the 
work required of civilians and at the same time prepare themselves to do a soldier’s 
job when actual danger threatened the particular place where they happened to bo. 

From the explanation that I have given, ^ir, it must be clear to the House why 
the Home Guard was created in England and what its duties and character are. As 
a writer on the Home Guard has put it, the Home Guard is a means of connecting 
‘ ^ people’s army. The members of , 
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safety of their country is at stake are organised in small groups under the 
control of the military authorities to render such service as men in their position 
can. They are not expected to take on large forces. That is the business of the 
regular army. But they can even without hemg able directly to oppose large enemv 
forces render valuable services My Honourable friend Mr. Mahtha asks me what 
IS the difierenco between Civic Guard and the Home Guard, My Honourable triend 
Mr. Sapru says that the difference is that between chalk and cheese and I entirely 
agree with him Mr. Sapru yesterday in his speech explained the posiiion of the 
Civic Guard. It is an auxiliary to the police force, while the Home Guard is an 
auxiliary to the regular forces, the army, the navy and the air force, It is, as one 
writer has put it, practically a foLirth arm of defence, 

Sir, the House would doubtless like to know what are the specific duties that are 
assigned to the Home Guard. Their main duties are four in number. They are re* 
quired to protect important points from sabotage and attack. They have to act as 
observers reporting the time and place of any enemy landings that may take place. 
Then again one of their duties is to dehver immediate attacks on parties of enemy 
troops landed not in overwhelming numbers. They are given such training as would 
enable them to deal with small enemy groups. And lastly, Sir, in the event of their 
being unable to face the enemy directly because of his strength or because of his 
being heavily armed, their task is to withdraw to previously prepared positions^ that 
is fortified pasts, and thus in every conceivable way harass the enemy, delay his pro¬ 
gress and make it impossible for him to get the food and Test that even he must need. 
These are, Sir, the main duties of the Home Guard. This description will have en¬ 
abled my friend Mr Mahtha to understand clearly the difference between the Civic 
Guard and the Home Guard. Now, Sir, it is obvious that duties so important as 
those which are entrusted to the Home Guard require previous training for their 
proper performance. The members of the Home Guard therefore receive a training 
suited to their positions and their responsibilities in England. They are not trained 
in the same way as the regular troops. They are not, for instance, drilled in the same 
way. But they are certainly taught to shoot. The rifle is their principal weapon. 
But it musi not be supposed that the Home Guard in England came into existence 
at a time when it was possible to provide each member of it with a rifle. As I have 
already said it was created at a time when England was in no little difficulty in res¬ 
pect of equipment. 

Having, Sir, described the position of the Home Guard, I shall now deal with the 
latter part, of my Resolution in which I ask that a Home Guard should be established 
in India and that it should he trained on the same lines as the British Home Guard. 
In asking that a Home Guard should be established here and that it should receive 
the same training as the British Home Guard does, I am not unaware of the differences 
between our position and that of England. I am aware that it may not be possible 
for us to giv- ‘ our Home Guard all at once that training which the British Home Guard 
receives at the present time. But the training given to' the British Home Guard 
was not always what it is today. When it was commenced it was more elementary 
than it is today. It was slowly developed. I ask that the same thing should he 
done here. I realise that we cannot all at once create a Home Guard which will 
be as well trained as the British Home Guard and which will be provided with aU 
those arrangements for the defence of the country which the British authorities have 
in course of time been able to provide for the defence of England, for instance, fortified 
posts, road blocks, and so on. I am aware of these difficulties but I see no re^on 
why a begiimmg, and a large beginning, should not be made even at the present time. 
How I shall be told, Sir, that there is serious dearth of equipment in this country, 
Sir, the Dominions /Secretary, speaking in the House of Lords the other day, drew 
the attention of the critics of Government to the shortage of equipment in this country 
and said;--. , „ . , , ' 

' ‘ It' wat* n6ti' right to asgumci that di® miflion men who at prcfsiont oompo. o tlw Indian Army 
llveiyman who wasfrilyarmed was being nspct. Equipmen was 
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Sir, a shiver ran down the spine ot my Honourable friend Sir Firoz Khan 
Noon yesterday when Mr Sapru referred to the shortage of rides in this country. 
I wonder whether he had read the statement of the Dominions Secretary before he 
got up and asked my Honourable friend to reserve his remarks with regard to the 
shortage of equipment for the secret session which he expected would soon be held. 


Sir, England being a free country does not follow the hush-hush policy that al¬ 
ways commends itself to the authorities here I asked a simple question this morning 
about the number of troops, Indian troops, captured by the Japanese in Malaya and 
Smgapore. We are vitally mterested in the matter and yet the answer that we 
received from His Excellency the Oommander-m-Chief was that he could supply us 
with no information on the pomt. We are to send our soldiers to every possible 
theatre of war outside the country but we are to take no interest m their welfare. 
We are not to be told what has happened to them. We are not even to be told how 
many of them have fallen into the hands of the enemy. It is known. Sir, that the 
British Prime Minister, or his Deputy in the House of Commons, has promised to give 
full information regarding the circumstances connected with the fall of Singapore 
and the capture of Allied troops by the Japanese as soon as the necessary reports are 
received from such people as can send them, but, even with this knowledge, His Ex¬ 
cellency the Commander-in-Chief thought that he would be giving out a very valuable 
secret if he told us what the number of Indian troops captured in Malaya was, Can 
this mformatioii be of the slightest use to the enemy ? The enemy knows it already. 
Unless, therefore, Government thinks that the Indians are all enemies of the Govern¬ 
ment, that they arc greater enemies of the Government than the Japanese, there was 
no pomt, Sir, in denying us the simple information that was asked for in my question, 
This is. Sir, the attitude of the Government of India, and it contrasts painfully with 
the attitude adopted by the British authorities in England, because while England 
is a free country India is not. It is unhappily still a slave country. 

The Honoueable the PRESIDENT : Will you please bring your remarks to 
a’ close as you have already exceeded your time ? 

The Honoueable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU : Sir, I have already 
said that I shall be told that there is shortage of equipment in this country and that 
it is obviously impossible at such a time to create another force which will make the 
demand on our equipment oven heavier than it IS. Sir, while I do not minimise 
the force of this objection, I cannot admit that it is conclusive and that we can do 
nothing at the present time but just wait on events. We may not have an abundance 
of modern rifles but rifles of all kinds can be found in the country. Why should it 
be necessary to arm the Home Guard with up to date rifles ? If they could be had it 
wmuld be an excellent thing but if they cannot be had why should we not use any old 
rifles that the Government of India may have. Secondly, Sir, there must be in the 
possession of the people a certain number of firearms and they can be useful at this 
j uncture, even though they may be obsolete. Firearms not of military specifications 
are being used in Australia. If the Government call them in by appealing to the pat¬ 
riotic sentiments of their holders I have no doubt that they would receive every help 
from the people concerned. Then again, Sir,— 

The Honoueable the PRESIDENT; Please bring your remarks to an end. 
You have already exceeded your time. 

The Honoueable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU—^perhaps the States 
will be able to come to our aid. They may have supplies of rifles, whether old or new, 
which ivould be .extremely useful to us, rifles which the military authorities hare 
scrapped but whidh the Home Guard nonetheless may be able to make good use of.' 
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Apart from i^is. Sir, tb*n’o aro other kinds of veapons that may be used • for 
instance, hand fnvnadis or oren such things as ” ?Jolotov cocktails'Molotov 
cocktailsmay he ns.^fiil in doVtimi v;ieh th.‘ enemy armoured cars and vehicles and 
as their inanufmdm e is not eompli. it-d as t!ie} oonsisr,, broadly speaking, of a elltss 
bottle aboat a pint msze eonlabiLur an mlkmmable liquid, it should not be 
very difficult to produce them m this country In those and in other ways, Sir, I 
venture to submit tlmi t he (ro\ oi iiinciit of India c in still do something. Besides the 
Home Guard has e\ceofliiio]y important duties to perfoimi which do not require the 
use of rifleB. This is au additnm.il r.'ason for creating a body of the kind mentioned 
in my Resolution Sir, the position is a difficult one Wu must, therefore, be pre¬ 
pared to biush asi.lo ohji^ctions to ovorcomo djfficiiltu.s, and do ivhatcver we can at 
this juncture to meet a situation of exceptional gravity. If such a Resolution had 
bem moved twm or thive ycar.s ago it might have been legitimate for the Government 
to sav that they did not possess the necessary equj]/ment. Today such a reply 
would not be enough. It would convict the Government of'India of a desire not 
to do anything. Ifthe\ li list the people, if they are prepared to appeal to the 
patriotic sentmients of Indunus, and if, ttiking tlieir courage in both hands, they are 
willing to come forward and create a jieople’s army, I am sure that in spite of the 
serious disadvantages wc are suftcring from a strong Home Guard can be estab¬ 
lished at the present time, which imiv be able to render great services to the 
country. 


^ The Honoueable Rai Bahidfs iSIU NARAIN MAHTHA (Bihar: Non- 
MiihEimmadan): Sir, I sliall 1 m vi-ry lirief. T just rise to express my support to the 
Resolution so ably movitl by tiie Honourable Dr. Kunzru. The only criticism 
that appears to me of thi.s Resolution is that perhaps we are considering this 
question a little too late, w'lnm the enemy is already at our doors— 


The Honoubable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZKU: Not at all. It was 
created at such a time of danger in England. 


The HoHorRABU Rai Bahadur RBI NARAIN MAHTHA • What I feel is that 
Government ought to have b(‘cn thinking of creating a Home Guard much earlier. 
But have w’o not seen in this House, only a few' months ago, Kesolut’ons like the rais¬ 
ing of the Univei’.sity Training Corps being opposed by the Government ? Naturally, 
therefore, a Government wiiicli even when the war was on did not think of training 
the students in the Uiiiversitii s how to make themselves useful in a situation like the 
present one could never have felt that it was their duty to create a Home Guard in 
this country. 



more than 20 or 30. In my own disti'iet where the Government of Rffiar fixed a 
limit, I think, of about 60 or 70, we still have not got more than about 40 Civic Guards 
and these as well of not a very conimenda'hlc type.’ The reason for this is not distant 
to seek. The reason is inherent in the distinction hetw^U,,^w Hojue.Gu^ds and 
the Civic Guards and this is also what prevents the you wa^ to 

come forward and join the Civic Guards from +he 

Guards are, as was pointed out by Dr, Enn^iru, ih'adjnnot toine police force* You 
want them to march under the orders of ordinary jamadara m the police thanas. 
You cannot expect people who come from reapeotaWe classes to take ordera from 
illiterate jamadars. Therefore, what is essential' is not to flatter yomjelf, not to fe^ 
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There is also one very important thing which is rather oi a psycho-political 
character. The Indian so far has not been made to feel that he is called 
upon to defend his home, to defend his country or to defend his indepen. 
dence which will bo his today or tomorrow, The Indian naturally at the 
prt sent time feels that he is being called upon to defend his chains, his present 
servitude and that status quo is what you want to maintain in future. 
Unless the Government come forward with a bold declaration that Indians 
arc free and that they are being called upon to defend their home and their 
independence and not to defend their chains, you will never find m this country 
response for anything. You must always remember this and also that Civic 
Guards are no use. You must have Home Guards. Train them properly on the 
British lines, as pointed out by the Honourable Dr. Kimzru and make the Indians 
feel that it is of importance to them as free men and women to resist the enemy and 
not as slaves to whom it may really mean only a change of masters. I wanted to teU 
the Government very plainly these things and that is the only reason for my in¬ 
tervention in this debate. Before I ait down I would like to ask one question which 
the Government Member may reply to, and it is this. I would like to know what 
time it takes in England to train these Home Guards. That was one point which the 
Honourable Dr. Kunzru did not touch upon. 

The Fonoueable Mb. P. N. SAPRU (United Provinces Southern: Non- 
Muhammadan) : I will be very, very brief, Sir. I should lilie to lend my support 
to the Resolution which has been moved by my Honourable friend Dr. Kunzru. 
Ho has pointed out that we are placed in the same situation which faced England 
after the collapse of France and that Home Guards were instituted in England after 
that collapse. He has explained the nature of the duties of these Home Guards. 
I do not think I should be adding usefully to the discussion in the Council if I were to 
state over agam what has been stated by him so eloquently. I would, however, 
like just to say one word by way of criticism of the attitude of Government Members 
towards war questions on the part of the Opposition. The Honourable the Leader 
of the House—I hope, Sir, he will some day be the Leader of the Opposition here— 
yesterday and today reminded us that this was war time and questions can only be 
answered in secret session- 

The Honoubable Malik Sib FIROZ KHAN jNOON (Leader of the House): 
I did not say that. 

The Honoubable Me. P. N. SAPRU- or that we should expect even very 

obvious criticisms to he an.swered only in secret session. 

The Honoubable Malik Sib FIROZ KHAN NOON : No, no. 

The Honoubable the PRESIDENT: He said that you can conveniently 
reserve your remarks for that session. That is all. 

The Honoubable Mr. P. N. SAPRU: I know that in the British House of 
Commons they have had some secret sessions. But I like to read whenever I can the 
copy of my Hansard and I claim to be a fairly close student of international affairs. 
I find that much more plain speaking is done in the British House of Commons than 
is done in the Indian Legislature. I would like to remind him of the speech which 
•was delivered by an ex-PreUiier of England, Mr. Lloyd George, after the fall of Narvik. 
I would like him to read the speeches today of Mr. Hore Behsha who wa.<? a Mimsrer 
of the Crown and who held the responsible post of Secretary of State for War. I 
should like to refer him to the speeches of Mr. Shinwell, who was Secretary for Mines. 
He ihay be an extreme Labourite but there is another extreme Labourite in the Cabi¬ 
net today. 
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The Honourable Me. P. N. SAPRU : Our standard m every respect, includ- 
1 p M Executive Council, is lower. We like to live in a 

world of absolute unreality and we liavo created for ourselves a 
world which has no relation to the larger world of which we are a part. The British 
official, the Indian offiical, the Government Benches, the Opposition Benches, all 
like to hve in the Fifth Century B. C. They cannot get away from the Fifth Century 
B. C. 1 think m some parts of the world there was more progress in that ora than 
there is today in the Government of India. That is what I feel, and 1 have been pro¬ 
voked to make these remarks by the Honourable the Leader of the House, for whom 
I have personally very great esteem. 

Well, Sn, I find that a man like Sir George Schustei', who is fairly conservative, 
has been makuig some very pungent criticisms about the Government's production 
programme. He made the other day I think a speech in Leeds in which he said that 
the production programme of the Government of Mr. Churchill was all wrong, that 
they had messed things up, that the profit motive was not working properly m indus¬ 
try, that the system of control was not right. All these things are being said by 
English politicians and our Leadei' of the House does not lecture to them but he 
lectures to us for askmg very obvious and simple questions. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: Will you please discuss the Resolution ? 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU : What is the number of prisoners in 
Malaya ? Surely the Japanese know exactly the number of Indians captured by 
thorn and you will not be helping them by telling us the number of Indians captured 
m Singapore. Sir, all this is not the way to enlist our co-operation. > If you wish to 
enlist the wholehearted co-operation of this country you must, even at this lato hour, 
change your ways, because it is my fiim conviction that England can vdn this war 
and will wm this war if she de-imperialises herself, That I think is the basic issue. 
The basic issue is political. If you can settle the political issue you will he able to 
have Home Guards- 

The Honourable Malik Sir FIROZ KHAN NOON: On a point of order, Sir. 
The Honourable Member has been taking us to task for not answering a certain ques¬ 
tion. If he will kindly read what was asked m that question, he will find il was the 
number of troops in Malaya and not the number of prisoners that he wanted to know. 

The Honourable Me. P. N. SAPRU. Sir, I am rather surprised at the state¬ 
ment of the Honourable the Leader of the House, It has been given out that 73,000 
troops surrendered in Singapore. 1 am not giving out any war se cret. Some figurea 
were also given of Indian troops and Australian troops. If he were tho Leader of 
the House m the Australian Cabmet and he had refused to tell the Australian people 
what the number of men who had suffered in Singapore was I doubt if the Australian 
Parliament would haVe tolerated him for a minute. 


The Honourable the PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Honourable Pandit 
Kunzru was entitled to deal and he dealt in his speech with reference to this matter; 
but I am not going to allow every Member to go outside this Resolution and discuss 
matters which are entirely foreign to this Resolution. 

The Honourable Mr. P. N. SAPRU: Thank yon,::^, for reminding me that 
I have to apeak on this Resolution. 


The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU: May ! say m all 
fairness to this side pf t'he.Housp^that my Honourable friend the Leader of the House 
got up and tried to make .things worse, by saying that we asked foj infofmation'<nqt 
with regard te the troops'oaptured in Malaya hnt the number of troops in Malaya. 


m aj;6 any,troops in Malaya which are under the conW 
' I hr the Gqtermnpat:oithdia ? ' What is the differetiioe 
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botweoiL tho troops m Malaya and the troops captured in Malaya ? I can only say 
thatif this IS the level of intelligence of the Members of the Executive Council the 
country cannot congratulate itself on its Executive Council. 

The Honourable Malik Sis EIROZ KHAN NOON: The Honourable Mem¬ 
ber has forgotten his question. He asked us how many troops had been evacuated 
from Malaya. How can we toll him that ? 

The Honourable Panoit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU: That was the second 
question. The Honourahlo Member should read my questions first. 

The Honourable Me. P N. SAPRU : Sir, the Home Guards provide a force 
that, unliko tho army, should make itself felt, and the Homo Guards become part of 
the army only when they become regulars. The principal function of these Home 
Giiaids is to guard the country cbgamst a certain technique which has been developed 
by Nazi Gorinaiiy She has been relying not only upon her superior military forces; 
she has al'jo hi'un relying upon fifth column activities and she tries to organize a 
sli’ong fifth culmnn in every country she mtciids to overcome. We do not want 
this fifth column activity to flouiish in any shape or form m tlus country because we 
are clear in our ideology. I am not quite sure that the so-called loyalists of the 
Government are so clear m their ideology as we are. I was talking to the chauffeur 
of a gentleman who was a groat pillar of the British Raj after the collapse of Erance, 
He said, What is happonmg, Sir, m France \ ” He was worried. He assumed that 
Britain would bo defoatod, but he said, ‘‘ So far as I am concerned, my job is quite 
safe. My boss has done very well under the British Government. Ho has got titles, 
he lias got honours and contracts and so many other things from the British Govern¬ 
ment, and when Hitler comes here I am quite sure ho will be the first to visit him and 
he will garland Hitler and say, ‘ I am very sorry, the British forced me to help them, 
but now I will help you That is the loyalty of the loyalist class m this country. 
So far as the educated and thinking classes are concerned, they have certain loyalties 
because they believe m certam ideals, the ideals of freedom, of democracy and social 
justice. And therefore, Sir, I would like this war to be converted mto a peoples’ war, 
and if you halve institutions like the Home Guards you will be converting this war 
into a peoples’ war. For that reason, Sir, I support this Resolution. 

His Excellency the COMMANDIR-in-CHIEF ; Sir, I am not sure if the 
exact position of the Home Guard in the United Kingdom is realised by Honour¬ 
able Members. The Home Guard in the United Kingdom is a mihtary organisation 
which is under the War Office and is armed and trained under its supervision and 
control. It is called the Homo Guard, but it might just as well be called the Terri¬ 
torial Army. In pre-war days wo had a Tonitonal Army in the United Kingdom 
which was originally intended for home defence. At the outbreak of this war tbe 
territorial aimy w'as incorporated into the regular army and assumed full liabilities 
for service in any part of the world. Its place in tho home organisation has bpen 
taken by this Home Guard and the Home Guard is just the same as tho old territorial 
army. Much tho same thing has happened in India. We had a territorial force at 
the beginning of this war and now a very vast majority of the officers and men of our 
original territorial force have become regular units and what remains of them, for 
certain legal reasons I understand, remains only in name. If it was possible for us to 
re-raise it as a territorial force or Home Guard, we should bo very glad to do so. But 
liere my Honourable friend the mover of the Resolution has anticipated very correctly 
whaiS I am going to say. We are extremely short both of equipment and instructors 
■and we need all we haYe got and all that we can see coming forward foT the expansion 
.4>f^the regul4t>rmy and in the term “equipment” I include rifles about a plethora of 
‘^hibh* there ias been a very great deal of misapprehension. We arO Very short pf 

part'of the military units are at the present moment using 
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cjciptuisd, ItciiliSiii riflob. WiiSft W 6 aro doing in, bnof is wo ars reusing our now forma¬ 
tions as rapidl}' as we can tram thorn, arm them and equip them and in our assump¬ 
tion the Home Guard of India is its regular army which is growing every day and 
which is being joined by large classes all over the country who wore not previously 
■enlisted. I would iiko to say that the only difference between the Homo Guard in 
the United Kingdom and the old pre-toiTitonal force is that'men are taken mto the 
Home Guard w'ho are often much older than the normal military age. That is 
because man-power in Hngland is very short and we are compelled there to use any¬ 
body who IS suffieieiitly fit physically for local defence. Those conditions do not at 
present obtam in India and while we have considerable quantities—Urge quantities 
ol young men—there is no need for us to enlist old ones. lu view ol the explanation 
I have given, Sir, perhaps the Honourable Member will withdraw his Hosoiution ; 
if not, 1 must oppose it. 

The Honotjhabee Paitdit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU: Mr. President, His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief has given the answer that I expected and which 
anyone could expect from the general character of the Government of India The 
answer to every demand of ours is either that the time for it has not come or that it 
must not be conceded because the situation m this country is diffment from that of 
England. His Excellency the Commander-m-Chief dealt very briefly with the position 
of the Home Guard in Blngland, 1 wonder whether I said anything tending to show 
that the Home Guard was under the control of the civil authorities. I think every¬ 
one among us knows that the Home Guard is under the control of the War Office but 
it is different from the regular army and from the descriptions of the Home Guard 
that have been given in books and by responsible British pnbfio men it does not 
appear that they are just the territorials under another name as His Exoelienoy has 
said. 

Sir, His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief has told us today that there is a 
serious shortage of rifles in this country. But I wonder whether the situation in 
respect of equipment in England in June and July, 1940 was a very hopeful one. 
I do not know what the exact situation was, but judging from what was said in the 
press it seems to me that it was pretty nearly as bad as the position in India today. 
If in spite of these difficulties England created a Home Guard and directed all its 
-energies to the manufacture of the necessary equipment, 1 see no reason why the 
Government of India should adopt a purely obstructive—I may say a defeatis 1 >— 
attitude and tell us that nothmg more can be done than is being done by the autho¬ 
rities at the present time. If the Government of India cannot do any more, why 
should they make appeals daily to the civilian population to come forward to help 
them 1 How is the civilian population to help them, how is its morale to be strength¬ 
ened, how is it to help in making the defences of the country stronger I I should 
have thought that bearing in mmd that an organisation hk^ the Home Guard 
has had to be established not merely in England but in some other freedom-iovjng 
countries and takmg advantage of the experience of these countries the authorities 
be ready to establish such a force in this country also. But evidently they are hot 
prepared to abandon their old policy of ^trust., His Excellency the Commander- 
in-&ief said to us in his closmg observations that in India the e^andmg army 
should be regarded as its Home Guard, It would be, a stroke of temerity on my part 
to question the soundness of His Excelleno/s view,- Nevertheless, I venture to 
pomt out that the reason for the creation of fie Home Guaid^is that no army, how¬ 
ever large, can take the place of the Home Guard, Exceflehey the Com- 

mander-m-Chief'doubtless knowing fully the.cfroumstanceS'm wM the British 
Home Guard was created and the reasons which led to its creation asks us to accept 
■the view that when an a^my is suf^dently large it may be regarded as the country’s 
Home Guard. Sir, however-large the Indian Army may be, it can never take the 
place of an Indian Home Guard, because the regiffar soldie^Sf he present in 
every towpiand in,every village to moet danger in the various forms' in which it may 
make itsAWarah^.-How caa^the ^egular fqFpes»;fer Stance, deal with, the 
coiuminsts-# 6 nlay he oairyffi oh’thepr pppaganaa in subtle ways everywhere 2 
’Thiajisatie| 0 i'athmg.whioh oanhedone omyhymemhersof the civil population 
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who alone are in a position,to defend their national interests against the machinations, 
of tho-se who have decided to throw in then' lot with the enemy. 

Sir, T do not think that the reason given by His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief, namely, the shortage of equipment, is cogent enough to warrant his opposition 
to my Resolution. It seems, Sir, that realising that the Home Guard, which has been 
called a People’s Army ” can be created only when the people are given the feeling 
that they are fighting for their own country, he is not prepared to create such a body 
in India where the exisling form of government is far from being national The 
reasons, the real reasons, it seems to me, for opposition to my Resolution are therefore 
political and not military. 


His Excellency the COMMANHER-in-CHIEP . No, no. 

t 

The Honourable Pandit HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU: Had the Govern- 
mont been in sympathy with our national demand {An Honourable Member : They^ 
are.) The Honourable Member is very credulous Had it been prepared to take a 
lead m stimulating the national consciousness of the people I am sure that it 
would have welcomed my Resolution and indeed been anxious to accept 
it, but it IS obvious, Sir, that so long as the political outlook of the British 
authorities continues to be what it is, so long as they regard India as their 
estate, so long as they consider their own interests to be of greater importance than 
the hitercsts of the people of this country, there js no chance of their accepting any 
Resolution of the kind that I have moved. If there is shortage of equipment today 
it is due to their own past policy. If what is published in newspapers is correct, 
they have not even fully carried out the recommendations of the Roger Commission. 
At any rate, they were guilty of a great deal of delay in executing such of the projects 
as have been set on foot. One would have thought that realising their own respon¬ 
sibility for the present state of things, reahsmg that their own past policy had placed 
India in a perilous situation, they would join hands with the people in takmg all 
possible steps to make them feel that the interests of the Government were the same 
as those of the- people of the country and strengthening the defences of the country, 
but the aHitude of His Excelloncy tho Commander-m-Chiof shows that the outlook 
of tho British authorities has not changed during the last quarter of a century, or 
I might say during the last half a century. It is obvious, therefore, Sir, that my 
Resolution cannot commend itsejf to the authorities; but I cannot oblige His Excel¬ 
loncy the Commaiider-in-Chief by withdrawing it. I know that it will be defeated 
but i must ask you. Sir, to put it to the vote to mark our protest against the attitude 
adopted by the authorities. 

His Excellency the COMMANDER-iN-CHIEE: Sir, I do not deny the desir- 
ability of a Home Guard, but I have tried to make clear what is at the present moment 
a deciding factor, and that is lack of equipment and lack of instructors, all of which 
are required for the raising of our new formations which at the present moment* 
I consider, take the place of any Home Guard (Hear, hear) and surely the Honourably 
Member does not wish us to divert those instructors and that equipment from the 
troops which we are now raising, When and if our military needs have been satisfied 
I for one would most certainly not oppose the formation of a Home Guard. (Hear* 
hear.) At the present moment it is physically not possible to do it. 

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: Resolution moved 


“ Thi-’ Council recommends 1 o the Governor General in Council tha^ in view of the seriouPuea$ 
of the situation immediate steps be taken to form a' Home Guard fbr the defence of the cOUUtsJy 
and Ijfiat it should be trained on the same lines as the British Home Guard, ” . . - ^ ^ 


Queslibil put and Motion negatived. 


. (The Honoui^aMeMrLG. S, Motilalwas hot preseht" to more 4he vResoWd&a s 









STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. 

The Honotjbable Maiik Sir FIROZ KHAN NOON (Leader of the House): 
Sir, I suggest that we meet next on Tuesday, the 10th, to consider and pass the 
following four Bills 

1. A Bill further to amend the Indian Penal Code; 

2. A Bill further to amend the Cotton Ginning and Pressing Factories Act, 

1926; 

3. A Bill to provide for the extension of the time limited by or under the 

“Indian Patents and Designs Act, 1911, for the doing of acts thereunder; 
and 

4. A Bill to extend the date up to which certain duties characterised as pro¬ 

tective in the First Schedule to the Indian Tariff Act, 1934, shall have 
effect/ 


The Council then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, the 10th March, 
1942. 
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